
A. One of the most important tasks in nursing care is to prevent cross infection. This occurs 
when infection in air, in dust, on a common object, or by direct contact is spread from one 
person in the ward to another. The consequences of cross infection can be very serious, and 
therefore the nurse must understand exactly how infection can be spread. 

An infected person can spread infection from his nose and mouth (droplet infection), in 
his fasces and urine often indirectly on his (hands), or from a wound or lesion on his skin. 
Infection can enter the body through the nose and mouth (inhalation), through the mouth 
(ingestion), and through the skin if it is broken (inoculation). For this reasons it is extremely 
important to take strict preventive measures. 

Since the nurse’s task is to move between the patients in the ward attending to their 
needs, her responsibility is greatest. Consequently she must keep herself, her uniform and 
her equipment as clean as possible. 

All instruments that come into contact with the patient must be sterilized. All articles 
used by the patient, e.g. linen, crockery, cutlery, children’s toys etc., must be washed or 
disinfected. 

The ward should be kept free of dust or insects as these two can spread disease. If the 
infection is spread by droplets it will be particularly important for the nurse to wear a mask. If 

it is spread in the fasces hand-washing will of course be necessary. 
 
Answer These questions! 
1. How is the cross infection happened? 
2. Mention the objects which can spread infection! 
3. How should we do to prevent droplet infection? 
4. Can infection enter the body? How does it enter? 
5. For these reasons it is extremely important to ….what does the underlined word “it” (in 

paragraph 2 line 4) refer to? 
 
B. Not all sounds made by animals serve as language, and we have only to turn to that 

extraordinary discovery of echo-location in bats to see a case in which the voice plays as 
strictly utilitarian role. 

To get a fall appreciation of what this means we must turn first to some recent human 
inventions. Everyone knows that if he shouts in the vicinity of a wall or a mountainside, an 
echo will come back. The further off this solid obstruction, the longer time will elapse for the 
return of the echo. A sound made by tapping on the hull of a ship will be reflected from the 
sea bottom, and by measuring the time interval between the taps and receipt of the echoes 
the depth of the sea at that point can be calculated. So was born the echo-sounding 
apparatus, now in general use in ship. Every solid object will reflect a sound, varying 
according to the size and nature of the object. A shoal of fish will do this. So it is a 
comparatively simple step from locating the sea bottom to locating a shoal of fish. With 
experience. And with improved apparatus, it is now possible not only to locate a shoal but to 
tell  if it is herring , cod, or other well-known fish, by the pattern of its echo. 

A few years ago it was found that certain bats emit squeaks and by receiving the 
echoes they could locate and steer clear of obstacles – or locate flying insects on which they 

feed. This echo-location in bats is often compared with radar, the principle of which is similar. 
 
Give short answers to these questions in your own words as far as possible! 
6. How is the echo-location principle applied to measure the depth of the sea? 
7. Why do the sounds reflected by solid objects vary? 
8. What use do bats make of the principle of echo-location? 
 
Give another word or phrase to replace these words as they are used in the passage! 
9. vicinity  11. shoal 13. tapping 15. emit 
10. elapse 12. steer clear 14. apparatus  
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Comprehension 

1. ...........................................................................................................................................   

 ...............................................................................................................................................................   

 ...............................................................................................................................................................   

2. ...........................................................................................................................................   

 ...............................................................................................................................................................   

 ...............................................................................................................................................................   

3. ...........................................................................................................................................  

 ...............................................................................................................................................................   

 ...............................................................................................................................................................   

4. ...........................................................................................................................................   

 ...............................................................................................................................................................   

 ...............................................................................................................................................................   

5. ...........................................................................................................................................   

 ...............................................................................................................................................................  

 ...............................................................................................................................................................  

6. ...........................................................................................................................................   

 ...............................................................................................................................................................  

 ...............................................................................................................................................................  

7. ...........................................................................................................................................   

 ...............................................................................................................................................................   

 ...............................................................................................................................................................   

8. ...........................................................................................................................................   

  ..............................................................................................................................................................  

 ...............................................................................................................................................................  
 

Vocabulary 

9. Vicinity  ..........................................................  

10. Elapse  ..........................................................  

11. Shoal  ............................................................  

12. Steer Clear  ..................................................  

13. Tapping  ...............................................................................................................................................  

14. Apparatus  ...........................................................................................................................................  

15. Emit  .....................................................................................................................................................  
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